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Dear Friend,

Pretty soon, Christmas carols will be everywhere. In fact, some of the department
stores are playing them already. And you may find yourself humming those lines 
from “Little Drummer Boy.”

“Baby Jesus, I am a poor boy too,
I have no gift to bring

that’s fit to give a King.”

We think of it as a children’s song, but long ago the prophet Micah expressed a very
similar thought — and had a much better answer than simply playing on a drum:

“With what shall I come before the Lord
and bow down before the exalted God?

He has showed you, O man, what is good.
And what does the Lord require of you?

To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.”

Micah 6:6, 8 (NIV)

The best gift we can give God in thanks for all the blessings He’s given us is a heart
ready to serve Him. I’m very grateful that part of the way you’ve chosen to do that is
by supporting Cherry Street’s ministry to hurting men, women, and children.

This Thanksgiving and Christmas, we’ll spread a holiday table for our community’s
neediest people. We’ll offer them the physical blessing of a good meal and the 
spiritual blessing of God’s love by sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in tangible ways.
Your support — the gift of a willing and generous heart — will make it possible.

Thank you for sharing God’s blessings with the people we serve. May God give you
and your loved ones a holiday season full of hope and joy!

Sharing Hope Together,

If you’re lonesome, you’re looking back.

If you’re worried, you’re looking around.

If you want to feel better, look up.

Such a short, simple sign
one lonely night on Erie
Street inspired Craig, now
a graduate of our Ready
for Life men’s program, to
start looking for a church.
Little did he know that the
very pastor who baptized
him in his church growing

up would be at the church he found. “Craig,
how are you?” the old man asked. “I’m home-
less,” Craig was ashamed to admit.

Shortly after visiting church again, Craig came
to Cherry Street Mission Ministries to get his
life back together. He’d been caught in the
battle of addiction — living on the streets, in
people’s basements, and in the dangerous
homes of drug dealers. “I was walking in
limbo,” Craig admits.

Craig remembers an interview with one of
our staff members who asked him how long it
had been since he had his own apartment.
Craig owned up to how long he’d been living
irresponsibly and was finally serious and
determined to get his life straightened out.

God’s use of your faithful gifts, along with the
volunteer support we receive, has influenced
Craig in a life-changing way at Cherry Street.
He has learned how to gain hope through
prayer and has felt the encouragement 
and intercession so many have offered on 
his behalf.

“I’ve learned about humility here,” Craig
shares. “I’ve started trusting God that He
would not let me down. I’m working on what
drove me to drink and the fears I covered up.”
In short, as Craig explains, “I’ve been given
the gift of new life by God.”

Today, Craig is a new man. He has a job and 
a house under his own name. He has gained
back respect for his life and Craig adds,
“I’m contributing to society now. I’ve 
been reborn.”

God used a sign to lead Craig to reconsider
how he was living, and then He used you to
give him a place to go. Thank you for your
kind heart that reaches out to help people like
Craig who need a loving, Christ-centered
refuge in their times of trouble. You’ve truly
changed his life and so many others by what
you do.

“I’ve been given the gift of
new life by God.”

You Gave Him a Place
to Turn for Help
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Dan Rogers
President and CEO

CSM611N november news.qxp  1/10/07  11:52 AM  Page 2



VOICE of compassion4

We have so many reasons to be thankful at Cherry

Street Mission Ministries this holiday season.

We’re thankful for the way we see lives changing

from despair to hope every day. We’re thankful for

God’s faithfulness in providing for our ministry.

And we’re especially thankful for compassionate

partners like you who share your own blessings

with the less fortunate. Your kindness is a constant

encouragement to us and to the people we serve!

This Thanksgiving, hundreds of needy people will have something to be
thankful for because you’ve graciously provided a special holiday meal in
a safe, cheerful environment. Thank you for your generosity!

▲

5VOICE of compassion

▼

HolidayWish List
Following is a list of items especially needed
right now in the busy holiday season. Can you
help? You can drop off food items at 1919
West Madison Street and non-food items at
105 17th Street during normal business hours,
or call Randy Kutz at 419-242-5141, ext. 241
or Merissa at ext. 224 for more information.
Thank you!

Fresh, frozen, or canned 
vegetables & fruits
Turkeys, hams, beef, or chicken
Coffee, creamer, sugar
Cereal
Canned tuna
Cooking oil
Beans, potatoes
Fruit juice (concentrated/frozen)
Napkins and paper towels
Plastic eating utensils
Large trash bags
Floor cleaner
Coats
Socks
Mittens
Hats
Gloves
Boots
Blankets

Personal hygiene items for men 
and women

Deodorant
Razors
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes

We can also use cash and gift certificates 
to grocery stores, hardware stores, or meat
markets.

We’re Thanking God for You!

Serving an average of more than
400 meals every day takes a lot of
food and a lot of organization.
We’re thankful for volunteers who
donate their time to keep every-
thing running smoothly.

Photo © Jim Rohman

Women in the Wind, a local 
motorcycle group, recently donated
$2,500 in blankets, underwear,
shampoo, sheets, notebooks, and
many other daily need items to the
women of Sparrow’s Nest. We’re 
truly grateful for their demonstration
of caring!

▼

Youth Director Paul Ginther brought
more than 60 junior and senior high
students and parents from St. John’s
Mennonite Church in Pandora, OH,
to help us clean and paint our facilities
last August. These dedicated young
people did a great job and showed
their heart for helping people in need.

▼

▼Our resident men and women thank God
for your support as they learn new skills

to become self-supporting, productive
members of our community.

▼

Something as simple as a haircut
is a great gift to someone going
through hard times. Project
Day-Maker is a mobile beauty
salon which offered free haircuts
and other personal care to our
residents one special day this
summer. Their kindness helped
our men and women feel better
about their personal appearance
as they seek to build new lives.

Photo courtesy of The Blade/Dave Zapotosky

Photo © Jim Rohman
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If you would like to give a
gift in memory of a loved
one who has passed away,
or in honor of a special 
occasion, you can use the
back of the enclosed
response form to list the
name of the person(s) being
remembered or honored,
and mail it with your gift to:

Cherry Street 
Mission Ministries
105 17th Street
Toledo, OH 43604-6710

We will let your honoree or
the family of the deceased
know of your gift with a 
special card.

Memorial & In Honor of Gifts
In Memory of:
(gifts received June 21 
through August 15, 2006)

Our deepest sympathies 
are with those who have lost
loved ones. A memorial gift 
to Cherry Street Mission
Ministries is a special way to
offer hope to the needy in the
name of a friend or 
family member.

Mr. Richard Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Pelz
Mr. & Mrs. James Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hatas
Mrs. Mary Whalen
Mr. & Mrs. Thad Speier

Mr. Gail Andre
Mr. Joseph Targonski D.C., D.M.

Mr. George Bell
Mr. Soterios Petros

Mr. Charles Blosser
Ms. Phyllis McCuley

Mr. Robert Brandeberry
Ms. Janis Buhrow

Mr. Merle Brumet
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Andrews

Mr. Michael Buhrow
Ms. Janis Buhrow

Mr. Jim Coffman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Andrews

Mr. Clarence Corello
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rothrock

Mr. Chuck Corrello
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Fraser
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Moore

Dr. & Mrs. Porter Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Uhleman

Mr. Joe Crow
Ms. Rene Gubeaux & 
Mr. Robert Roeger

Mr. Dasoni
Dr. John Nadaud

Ms. June Denny
Ms. Verna Evanoff
Ms. Joy Hull
Ms. Betty Crandell
Ms. Karol Brown

Mr. Howard Disher
Mrs. Delores Disher

Mr. Virgil Dixon
Mrs. Joann Dixon

Mr. Joseph Dusseau, Jr.
Mrs. Jill Dusseau

Mr. Ted Federick
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Baumgartner

Ms. Valarie Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Smith &
Family

Ms. Dorothy Fox
Ms. Beverly Pangle
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Vogelbacker
Mr. Doug Schroeder
Ms. Janet Schroeder
Rev. & Mrs. Thomas Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Hintz
Ms. Judith Tiller
Ms. Bernice Gibson

Ms. Violet Frederick
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Andrews

Mr. Thomas Holzer
Mr. Soterios Petros

Mr. Louis Huddleston
Mr. & Mrs. John Bellinger

Mrs. Anna Jancek
Mr. & Mrs. Stefan 
Dunoski & Family

Ms. Adeline Kime
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Andrews

Mr. Geraldine Kish
The Kish Family & Friends

Ms. Juanita Mae Marshall
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Andrews

Ms. Mary Nieckarz
Patty & Joe Moran

Mr. Joseph Normand
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Koskinen

Mrs. Ruthie Rhoades
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Haley

Rev. Lloyd Rife
Ms. Marilyn Knipp

Mr. Tim Sautter
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Asmus

Mr. Matthew Schaller
Ms. Debbie Schaller

Mr. Bill Schroeder
Mr. Robert Schroeder

Ms. Marguerite Segur
Ms. Doris Nichols

Ms. Linda Sporleder
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Smith

Mr. Drek Trent
Mr. & Mrs. John Fong

Mr. Dale Vaughn
Mr. & Mrs. Willis Michelsen

Mr. Dave Weinbrecht
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Laux

Mr. Greg Wulczak
Mr. Drew Hanna

In Honor of:
(gifts received June 21 through
August 15, 2006)

A gift to Cherry Street Mission
Ministries is a great way 
both to say “I Care” and to
remember a birthday,
anniversary, or other 
special occasion!

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Allen’s
Anniversary

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Allen

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Buhrow’s
Anniversary

Ms. Janis Buhrow

Mr. Robert Fondessy’s Birthday
Ms. Linda Lobdell

Sister Mary Ann Grzeskowiak’s
50th Anniversary in 
Religious Life

Ms. Carol Schwartz

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Young’s 60th
Wedding Anniversary

Ms. June Henry

Ramie & Tim — Congratulations!
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Everhart

Yes, I want to help!
Please cut out and return this coupon when you send your gift of support. Thanks so much for caring for the 
hurting and homeless in our community! 
Amount of gift: $____________

Name_________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________

Address________________________________________

City_______________________St________Zip________

Credit Card Number_____________________________  Expiration Date______/______

✁

I would like more information on monthly giving:
[  ] Yes [  ] No

Please send gift to:
Cherry Street Mission Ministries
105 17th Street
Toledo, OH 43604-6710
0611NC

It was a blazing hot afternoon on I-75
when an ominous noise let Carlus and
his wife, Arika, know the car was in
trouble. Sure enough, the whole family
— from their 8-year-old daughter 
down to the 6-month-old baby — were
stranded at the side of the road.

They were relieved when a good 
samaritan picked them up and offered to
bring them to the bus station in Toledo.
But by then it was 10:45 p.m. and the
station was closing. Where could they
go? The bus station suggested Cherry
Street Mission Ministries. You know that

we don’t normally house families, or children
under 18, but when we saw this family on our
doorstep we leapt into action. We know you’d
have done the same if you’d been there!

Our staff used overflow mats, pillows,
and blankets to create a safe haven in our
conference room. The next morning, we took
Carlus back to the car to see if there was a
simple fix. There wasn’t, and Bob’s Tire and 

Auto kindly towed it back to their shop across
the street from us to take a look.

Meanwhile, we tried to find other shelter for
the family while the car was being repaired, so
they wouldn’t have to sleep in our conference
room. Our staff kept the kids entertained with
donated toys and games, and when there was
nowhere else available for them that night
they were happy to stay with us again.

It turned out that the car was dead, and the
next day we worked with Deacon Tom Carone
at Historic St. Pat’s Church to help purchase
bus tickets back to their home in Youngstown.

Through it all, the family was amazed that
total strangers would be so kind. “Cherry
Street opened my eyes to want to help others,”
Carlus said. “I’m going to go back to church
and get involved in helping others.” Your 
support for Cherry Street allows us to meet
special needs like this, reaching out with
Christian love to people in sudden difficulty.
On behalf of the whole family — thank you!

Stranded!

A Special Thank You!
We want to thank the Denver Mattress Company for graciously donating part of their advertising
budget to produce commercials to raise awareness of Cherry Street. They’ve also shown their 
commitment to helping others by donating $20 for every mattress sold. Over the last three years,
they’ve given a total of $14,148 to Cherry Street to care for hurting and homeless people. Thank you!

Planned Giving:
Giving Wisely for Ministry

In the parable of the talents, God shows us the value of multiplying the gifts He’s given
us. One way that you may be able to implement God’s wisdom and further advance His
Kingdom for years to come is through planned giving.

You want to give generously but need to balance your giving with your financial and
estate planning goals. We would be happy to work with you and your professional 
advisors in helping you find the charitable gift planning strategies that are best for you.
If you are interested in furthering the Gospel and helping others through Cherry Street
Mission Ministries or other causes close to your heart, please contact Rodney Schuster 
at (419) 242-5141, ext. 221. When you plan thoughtfully today, God can multiply your
generous gifts tomorrow.

Stay Connected! Do you have a prayer request you’d like us
to bring before the Lord? You can email it
to us at connect@cherrystreetmission.org!
We’ll also place you on our email list, to
receive timely news about upcoming
events and urgent needs.

To sign up for our email list, email the
address above or write your email address

in the space provided on the back of the
enclosed reply form. We look forward to
hearing from you!

And if you’d like to donate online,
remember you can make your gift at
www.cherrystreetmission.org.

Your support rescues a family in need
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105 17th Street ● Toledo, OH  43604-6710

419-242-5141

www.cherrystreetmission.org

Board of Directors
Mr. Mark Bauman

Mr. Mike Bonnough

Mr. John DeBruyne

Mrs. Barb Herzog

Mr. David Kaiser

Mr. Jamey Schmitz

Pastor Shirley Sparks

Rev. Rick Waldron

Pastor Don Weiss

Rev. Dan Rogers,
President & CEO

Thanks for Arming Her  
with God’s Strength!

For the first twenty years of Paula’s life, she
was innocent of drugs and alcohol. She was
active in sports, and to any outsider Paula was
a talented girl with a bright future ahead of
her. But when her boyfriend at the time 
introduced her to cocaine, Paula’s bright
future became frighteningly dim.

Paula “functioned” for years while addicted to
drugs. She had a good job at a local hospital
for fourteen years and managed to raise three

children, two of them to their
teen years. But as her addiction
worsened and intensified, Paula’s
inability to work and parent
effectively was strikingly obvious.
Paula not only lost her job, she
also lost custody of her children
in 1999.

Losing everything devastated
Paula and opened her eyes to the
reality of her problem. Through

sheer willpower, Paula stayed clean for the
next three years — long enough to get her
kids back — but then her own self-control
failed her. To truly overcome her addiction,
Paula needed the strength only God provides,
and thanks to your generous support, she
found it at Cherry Street Mission Ministries.

Paula had been at Sparrow’s Nest once before,
and when she came back a second time she
was embarrassed and unsure of what others
would think of her. But as a friend of Cherry
Street, you know we welcome women like
Paula back with open arms. “They made me
feel loved,” Paula shares. “I also realized that
God never left me. I finally found Him.”

In addition to counseling and Bible studies,
Paula also went through our Survival Skills
course and graduated. She is so thankful for
the lessons she’s learned and now relies on her
faith in Christ to get through the tough times.
Truly, because of your ongoing support of
Cherry Street, Paula and so many other
women have been given a chance to reclaim
their lives.

“I would encourage anybody to come here,
because God is in this house waiting here to
help,” Paula says. “There is so much love at
Sparrow’s Nest. Any time I meet a homeless
woman, I’ll bring her to the Nest.”

Your prayers and generous heart have given
Paula a reason to hope again. Please continue
to pray for her as she seeks reconciliation with
her children. Paula so deeply wants to be a
Godly example for her family, and with God’s
strength and the support of all of us at Cherry
Street, we know she will be.

“They made me feel loved,”
Paula shares.

“I also realized 
that God never left me.

I finally found Him.”
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