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Nate, a guest, enjoys a 

meal at our Madison 

Food Service and 

Community Center.



A Family Together Once Again,   
  Thanks to You!
Heide belies the stereotype of a homeless woman.  

Poised and well-spoken, she once held a job and 

took care of her mother and grandparents when 

they were dying. She attended the University 

of Toledo for two years. And owned a house in 

West Toledo where she was raising five children 

who clearly adore her.    

But then Heide’s world began to fall apart.    

“I inherited the house from my 

grandparents,” she explains. “Then I found 

out that they’d never paid the [property] 

taxes.  They also had planned to fix up the 

house and sell it, but they never did, and it 

was falling apart.”  Heide couldn’t afford to 

pay for repairs, let alone tens of thousands 

of dollars in back taxes.  

“I was overwhelmed,” she recalls. “I began to 

hang out with the wrong friends and started 

drinking.” But alcohol only made her problems 

worse, because Heide was taking prescription 

drugs to deal with chronic pain from serious 

neck injuries and subsequent surgery that 

resulted from a 2004 car accident. 

Facing foreclosure—and with no extended 

family to help—Heide turned to Calvary 

Assembly of God. “I didn’t have a faith 

background,” she says, “but my 18-year-old  

son had attended Calvary with a friend for  

five or six years.  Tommy has grown up to be  

a remarkable young man, very spiritual, a  

success in all he does. What he had, I wanted.”  

She got it, accepting Christ as her Savior  

during a Calvary service.   

The church began to help Heide by arranging  

for her children to live with members’ families 

while she resolved her dependency problem at  

a local treatment program. About the same  

time, someone reported her to the Children’s 

Services Board. 

“Once CSB got involved, I had to go to Family 

Court, and I was court-ordered to the Sparrow’s 

Nest after I left treatment last November,” she 

recalls.  “At first, I didn’t like it. There was the 

stigma of being in a homeless shelter, and I’d 

never lived in a communal setting like that.” 

But gradually, life grew better. She adjusted to 

the shelter’s structure and schedule, attending 

Bible studies and doing personal devotions 

morning and night. Soon, she’d made enough 

progress to be moved to The Oaks, a residence 

for former Nest guests who are in the restoration 

phase of the Ready for Life program. “The ladies 

were wonderful, especially when my kids visited,” 

she says.  “I made lifelong friends there. The staff 

was wonderful, too.” 

Late this past summer, Heide left The Oaks and 

was reunited with her children.  They now live 

in a house provided by FOCUS, but she hopes to 

finish her bachelor’s degree and be self-sufficient 

again within two years.  

“I don’t think I would have succeeded without 

Cherry Street,” Heide says. “With God, 

everything is being restored better than it  

was before.”  

 “I don't think I would 
have succeeded without 

Cherry Street.”
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Because of You! Because of You!  

 As part of Youth Mission Week 
at Cass Road Baptist Church, members of the 
senior high youth group waged war against 
weeds in our garden at The Oaks, where they 
also helped Nazhia, a guest, plant flowers. 
The next day, these ambitious young people 
headed to Sparrow’s Nest, where they blessed 
our guests by serving lunch and cleaning the 
clothing room. What great kids!

Because of your faithful support, Dion, is able 
to have wholesome meals at our Madison Food 
Service and Community Center.
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 On July 8, staff from local 
Aaron’s rental stores took time from their busy 
schedules to prepare a delicious picnic dinner 
for our guests. Although local Aaron’s stores 
have made monetary donations to charities 
before, their foray to Cherry Street was the first 
time store staff interacted with the people they 
were helping—and they discovered that they 
enjoyed it as much as our guests did! Thank 
you, Aaron’s.

Would you like to bless our guests during the holidays? Because we expect 
more people than ever before to turn to Cherry Street for assistance 
this holiday season, we’re asking that you let us know ASAP! Here are 
opportunities to get involved:

Could you donate, prepare, and/or deliver “Thanksgiving-
in-a-Box” to families or individuals who want to celebrate 
the holiday at home but can’t afford to purchase their 
holiday meal?  Last year, volunteers were overwhelmed by 
the gratitude expressed by those on the receiving end of this 
community outreach. In 2009, Mary (pictured, right) was 
one of the many volunteers who mapped out their routes 
to make sure every Thanksgiving-in-a-Box made its way to 
the correct address.

Thanks to a generous local restaurant, our guests will be blessed with 
a special dining experience on Thanksgiving Day.  With your help, the 
blessing will continue for the next two days, when we plan to give guests 
at all our facilities the opportunity to experience the same warmth and fun 
most of us enjoy when we gather with family and friends. If interacting with 
people, playing games, and having fun are right up your alley, this is the 
opportunity for you.

We also need people to help prepare and serve a traditional turkey dinner 
with all the trimming we’ll be serving for lunch on Saturday, November 26. 

Throughout the Christmas season, we need volunteers to help prepare and 
serve meals and assist with a variety of other activities designed to make the 
holidays special for our guests.

Why not mark Jesus’ birth by providing current or former Cherry Street 
guests with gifts for themselves and/or their families? Our guests are 
especially grateful when they are given the opportunity to select gifts for 
their children. 

To participate in any of these opportunities, please contact Brenda Torres 
at 419-242-5141, ext. 100 or btorres@cherrystreetmission.org. Visit our 
website,  for additional information.

 The Walgreens Drug Store on 
Navarre Avenue in Oregon has made it easy 
for their shoppers to help our guests. Store 
associates like Marissa have set up a display of 
toiletries and other basic necessities shoppers 
can purchase. When Voice of Compassion went 
to press, Walgreens shoppers had donated more 
than 390 items since mid-Summer. Many thanks 
to Walgreens and its compassionate customers!

If you’re interested in donating supplies, please 
contact our office at 419-242-5141 or 

csmm@cherrystreetmission.org.

If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact  
Brenda Torres at 419-242-5141 ext. 228 or 

btorres@cherrystreetmission.org.



VOICE

In Memory of:

A memorial gift to Cherry Street 
Mission Ministries offers hope to the 
needy in the name of a dear friend or 
member of your family. Our deepest 
sympathies are with those who have lost 
their loved ones listed here.

To Memorialize and Honor

 The Gift-in-Kind Department at LifeBridge was a drop-off 
location—and the only distribution site—for Clothing Your Community: Back2School, this 
summer’s drive to collect new and gently used clothing for kids headed back to the classroom. 
Back2School donors stocked our free clothing bank with uniform-style outfits and regular 
children’s clothes for those who needed a little extra help to get ready for school. Volunteers like 
Kate (wearing badge) helped parents like Maria shop for their children. 

To give a gift in memory of a loved one who has passed away or to 
honor a special occasion, please use the enclosed envelope to list 
the name of the person(s) being remembered or honored, and mail 
it with your gift. We will send a special card to the honoree or the 
family of the deceased to let them know about your gift.

In Honor of:

A gift to Cherry Street Mission 
Ministries is a great way both to say 
“I Care” and to remember a birthday, 
anniversary, or other special occasion!
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 When Sara Graff 
(far right) surfed to cherrystreetmission.org and 
learned that our guests needed underwear, she 
was overcome by emotion. “Imagine not having 
underwear,” she says, tears flowing. Since then, 
she and her children, Jordan and David, have 
made two trips to LifeBridge, each time bringing 
sacks full to the brim with full-size hygiene items 
and cleaning supplies to be distributed to Cherry 
Street guests. Sara has also posted a link to our 
website on her own site, savingwithsara.com, 
hoping others will give.

  The dozens of dedicated 
volunteers and staff who make it possible for LifeBridge 
Center to bless others insist that they’re the ones who 
are truly blessed. “The people we help aren’t poor 
people; they’re customers,” stresses Janet, who once 
served in the Peace Corps in Liberia. “I love helping 
them find the clothing they want, but didn’t think 
they’d find.”  Betty, a retiree, began volunteering seven 
hours a day, six days a week, to avoid “going stir crazy.” 
Unable to stand anything that’s not organized, Betty 
was instrumental in sorting the more than 85 tons 
of clothing donated during the first Clothing Your 
Community Drive held in early 2010. (Left to right) 
Volunteers Betty, Regina, Rick, and Janice; Cherry 
Street guest David; Ready For Life grad James; Caleb 
House resident/driver Chris; volunteer Mark. 

rom the outside, the building at 3342 Monroe 

Street may look as if it’s seen better days. But 

inside it’s evident that its best days are now! For this is 

Cherry Street’s LifeBridge Center, a place of blessing 

for the those who rely on it for basic necessities, for 

the donors who provide them, and the volunteers and 

staff who collect and distribute them.  

LifeBridge is the home of Cherry Street’s Gift-in-

Kind Department and the Banner Furniture Bank. 

Gift-in-Kind accepts and distributes donations to our 

free clothing bank, along with toiletries, household 

goods, and small appliances, and then distributes 

them to people in need free of charge. The Banner 

Furniture Bank, a community outreach partnership 

of Cherry Street and Banner Mattress, accepts 

donations of furniture and large appliances, which are 

then given to qualified people who would otherwise  

do without.
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Driven to Help
Chris came to Cherry Street last Fall 
because he’d lost his job and had no 
money.  He’d stayed with us on previous 
occasions years ago when he was addicted 
to drugs and alcohol, but when he arrived 
at our door this time, he’d been sober for 
nearly four years.  

“I lost the job I had through a temporary 
service because my past caught up with 
me,” states Chris regretfully.  “I did a lot 
of bad things when I used drugs.”  When 
the temp service found out, he was out of 
a job—particularly tough for someone 
who clearly enjoys being useful. 

Not long after arriving at Cherry Street, Chris 
began volunteering to drive the truck that picks 
up and delivers donations of large appliances and 
furniture for the LifeBridge Center.  He found 
the job rewarding: “One time I brought furniture 
to a lady who had no furniture, and she started 
crying, ‘Oh, Lord, thank You.’ It choked me up to 
see how happy she was.”   

In July, Chris began the transition from our 
shelter to independent living by moving into 
Caleb House. 

He attends church at Cedar Creek and credits 
his progress to the Lord. “I gave up trying to 
control things,” he notes.  “Now I leave them in 
His hands.”
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ABUNDANTLY (continued) 
To Donate 

  When Lia Sharlow, pictured left with Liz Simon, at Cherry 
Street, donated her late husband Fred’s clothes to LifeBridge, her gift had 
special meaning. Fred was a former Cherry Street guest who got to know Lia 
when she worked as a cook at Cherry Street and he volunteered as her prep 
cook.  “Fred came to Cherry Street in 1994 because of his daughter, who 
was murdered,” Lia explains.  After he graduated from Cherry Street’s Ready 
For Life program in May 1995, Fred and Lia became a couple, eventually 
marrying. “It was his dying wish that his clothes be donated to Cherry Street. 
I’m honoring his request.” 
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